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[alher was a Superintendent of
the Pejepscol Paper Co. She,
her sister, ond {wo  Dbrolhers
grew up in a handsome house in
the center of lown.

“Kitty'' had a sweel soprano
voice and often sang at many of
the soclal functions In her area,
Many [isbon Falls students
were fortunate enough to have
had her for thelr musie teacher,

In June of 1901 she became
the brikle of Olneg Dewey Bliss,
P N e R A iy in her [ather's ancestral home
PR M S al East Durham. Iler sister
eanrot NI T R e plaved the wedding marech. The
bridal couple exchanzed vows
standing beneath a bower of
ferns [rom which was suspended
a horseshoe pendant of pansies
and pinks. After the ceremony
they left for Conneaut, Ohio, to
spend summer with his famly.

Before returning to Lewiston,
in time for the fall opening of
Bliss DBusiness College, the
voung couple stopped off in
Buffalo, N.Y. to visit the Panb-
American Exposition. Imagine
the bridegroom’s pride when he
saw the blue ribbon attached to
the display of the Bliss System
of Practical Business Training!

The svstem must have been
worthy of the award for more
than 500 school systems
subscribhed to it
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lived too far awav to be able to
allend classes in the eyvening,
With these people In mind, the
Bliss  College Correspondenese
Department was developed For
$40, o student reeeived completn
instructions in Gregg shorthand
n FREE typewrlter of his own
with Instructions for operating

I, s a month’s  [ree
attendance at the college in
order to increase dictation and
Lyping speeds. Onee the studen
attained a sultable competence
the lypewrller company that
had furnished the muachines
promised Lo procure
employment  for all the
graduates.

This lypewriler was no toy, It
was a standard machine, The
deal was made possible because
of the wholesale purchases
made by the chain ol DBliss
Colleges.

Normal Training Course

In 1940 the Normal Training
Course was establisned. It was
designed to provide teachers o
the rapidly increasing number
of business cducation
departments thal were being 74T (S
introduced into hizh schools, A |

AL first the graduales of this
department could begin teaching
right away. As  teaching
requirements were standardized
Tt Citve Ledders at a Ili;iwrl!u:-.x'ui the Normal
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Fair and was one of our early business training classes at a sometimes made efficient

Mrs. Bliss continued her sport car enthusiasts. In 1906, Bliss sponsored college in Lynn, accountants
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ﬂ_l nt ot I‘Hl’hh CUHE'[;{'. Now she 18 Fll.]tr}hlng i ph*.lm’.ui re- musical interest by singing in his good friend, .-'_‘.|‘1.IILI|' Gray Mass. at the time. His uncle. college WS to facp the biology Fnelish literature I"““" Busing :“-"* { ““"J-«’“ 0l fillllluhurc._ Ohio. He married the
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in Florida and at Taylor Pond. Congregational Church and the Lewiston Evening
AR Universalist Chureh in Lewiston. described an
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L 'qurlm'.l' managing E_r!" fam *}..‘-_' "8 musl become as fluid as the personality improvement, rmusic College and a member of the fnculty. 'i']mn the death of
exciting race publishing business, came East world about it. appreciation, economics O D Bliss he beeame President of Bliss Collet
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concepts about students, teachers and schools have been the local musical productions. that connected Kinglield with diffieulty, A third brother, wall. They depend upon tuition the standard com mercial college. function in a similar manner,

Their son, Addison Montfort Farminglon. In spile of Charles A. Bliss. remained here rates

completelv altered, M tndente dem: ' AaRis : : | . | : for their verv existence subjecls [ well ramemher har fir . Credits earned are transfarable
P A . Many students demand rights instead Rliss.  inherited their talent primitive roads Mr. Bliss made for a while and taupht whereas community colleges Sy S e e N0,
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s 1t 11{15 30IMe campuses are mlhlhlln‘h-li h:r drrofalld While attending school he p’.a}‘{-{l automobile history by winning commeycial subjects, Later he springing up like mushrooms 0 D l [I’lllh '“1 “Mr beautifully groomed. she busi] Lax money supports them
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students - SUe, weahistie faith of 1ts who had hoped _l.ml he would rhlﬁ ‘Gasolene Joe'') !_'Ir-.-.- up OVEr apparcni to the Presidency of be more suitable to the needs of was succeetled by Mr. Roscoe because her diction was clear -Jf‘j work may allend a1 Junior
T]Ji-‘ s 1] able to continue the Bliss Goff Hill in the first auto hill the Lewiston college. While he a college that would be making Haines who was well qual fiod and precise YVears af [;t {t;"nm“?“f‘; College and can
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S 18 the story of Bliss Cnlh-gi-l the school that re- dynasty in business education. climbing race in Maine. The was serving his apprenticeship a a transition from a curriculum to sit in the President’s chair, experience had frained her (o S e SpsHoHEEE

versed 1its destiny, 0.D. Bliss was rotund man Blis: car ~ carries three Mr. Fowler was named based upon purely business He had been an instructor in Bauge her speed so thal Lhe ii._flnlll,"“ when Lhey Lnansler o
Eﬁ[ﬂh“shed in 1597 Sz who seemed to bounce from one passengers and heat ILs Fl'i”f'”]ﬂ]_ Then in November of ariented .i-,l||j|‘- ,”]' a Junior the Bliss i‘;!]xl;’]: ss College In students would Kecome rlul' Junlor f_!-.l_--'. of o fﬂu:—_}-[.ﬂr
It all began when three PO ! : 5 e competitors by a good margin. that first yedar, he was one of College that offered a Degree of Columbus, Ohio, before holding Increasingly proficient without “har-lltltmn' 1““1 Junior College
brothers came to Lewiston in s O. D. Bliss loved Maine's the passengers on the ill fated Associale in Science, Business a similar position In Lewiston, feeling  overwhelmed by the “““”ir .I'h:f",d T_” ,m-e-['i the
1807 and established another @i heauties and hit the wilderness Steamer ‘‘Portland’ that was Administration and Secretarial He had been a treasurer and pressure. Little wonder that she l‘T.Tl-r '~:gl:rh[[f.Hl-ﬂi!]--l-llll et
Bliss ~ Business College and 98 trail with his buddies whenever lost in the greal Thanksgiving Science. clerk of this school and was has been recognized as one of - :‘:;11.”__ -.:ut:il I|‘”1- | drives s
School of Shorthand to form ossible. tempest of 08 The answer to their dilemma highly esteemed the nation’s leading shorthand the ‘II-‘;'!l]{'JI' ﬂ-i;ff f}}] ttl‘zttl?:mpl};
another link in their chain of : Busy laﬂlﬂf-' : _']'hr- college weathered this was a handsome home located After his death he was teachers (ol Vaay f.}u{‘..:{: expenses IL(::}?E
Sim 115”- 1 {1 stitut ions that fjl.'_‘l';t'rllllljnkh reved: a ;U'I"..la. _il_l‘ill Lhe -‘,,J,F.n-;: Only 5 ”JIH;:-']n{.:ﬂIE
stretched from Michigan to the about their owners and Nrs. , :

them. In direct contrast Bliss
College depends upon its tullion
money for over WN per cent of
ils operating costs. [t was a
miracle that tney have still kept
thelr tnitlon to o minomuam.

: Bliss had a mighty full volume.
% IFrom it T learncd that the Rose-
% Mary Candies were ‘‘home
® made with great care by
&2 Katherine M. Bliss. They were
good and pure.”” It would be
® interesting to find out a little
® more about this venture.
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Atlantic Coast.

They bpledzed to make the
Lewiston school *““A first class
endeavor in every respect and a
credit to the community,"” -+ S

These men, Fred H., Frank L.
and Charles A. Bliss, were
leaders 1n the field of business
educalion, They previously had

Bliss College alwavs has bhean
a communily orienled college,
In addition to scrving the
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k up these business = S .o In 1931 she was sponsored courses or small
colleges 1n various large cilies BRLIGRCIIRAOUBO M T Lme s B 1'"1] busine managers :
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and then, when they were well L_Slwﬁll‘::irl_;_;k ;]Lu-n':{nus*nl. Ao community lecture series and
established, th ey would sell ;:;L'Ill{" l:r” I . - provided personng | to  help
them to a local manager who ot b ek : ek eliminale bottlenecks in local
would conltinue 1t se  thei Her gracious charm served busin 1
. T : s o ISINESS concerns
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other plans for the college in
Lewiston,
Bliss Charm
Before chronicling the
milestones of Bliss College, let
me tell vou about Mr. and Mrs.
Q. D. Bliss themselves,

accepted as a  provisional
member of Lie American
Association of Junior Colleges
and during that same year it
was granted the right to award
the Degree of Associate in
Sciency.. The colleg: now

Chapter of the Daughters Of
(R 27tihie  TAWi'D Cil by
Parliamentary Club and the
Women's Literary Union.

1oth Mr. and Mrs. Bliss spent
many long hours during our
first World War helping to raisc

: .0 : : . 2 ae ; wovides  both  transfer and
e ee mo l;:ill {{I[lf'fﬂll{"lt?t funds for patriotic purposes. Mr. e gt 5o - alka af life. ‘Ha . Er-rmm;u} Programs
?,m}’ _!hll"‘l‘ﬂ -]mel 2 B?l }?I‘]_;f Bliss served oOn 2 'ifululnt‘ll WILLIAM TELL CLUB—O. D. Bliss wa's a great —‘miXer and had many friends in all walks ut1 L1l le was 1 Do veurs g0 the st
Hnmil.?a > lr“:ﬁ :} 5;_;(,“5' 3 appointed by Governor Milliken staunch member of the famons Wil Tell Club, a highly selective gronp of sportsuien that inceluded membership oo areonped  to provide the
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. | , Red Cross. Mrs. Bliss was (hc o , i X ' S el L L e T E eI At o L) vell eon three differont  fiel ne
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1921 Seen Division of Arts and Sclences,
the ivision ol Business
Admunistration, and the Division
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Time and again when I have Katherine Montfort of Lisbon Falls, A talented vorallst Fourth Liberty Loan drive. be ealled the “core” of the Williwm Tell Club was taken on a fishing trip to Round P nd, Mamn '.J“

igtexylewed pcople wio knew and an expert needlewoman, Mrs. Bliss was one of the These, lhen, were the good yope. | to r. are: O. D, Bliss of Bliss College; Arthur Gray Staples, the late Iamous editor-author of the Lewisto
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b happy smiles of fond cinl alfairs stream 0L YOLLB Tl iite of the A. & K. Street Railway; Phil Pottle, industrialist. and prominent in civie akfairs; Walter Jastiligs 01 LEW= prospectiis states  thal The
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remembrance, Man ar woman, - . i A 2 ) ST TR A TR e ' - world rence, :"IIHH*-\_; [ rederick 9ol d. loriner Lh} i I.Jtl.l,.:-'l O ANDIrn.; i v nrr, o LiAaw y ; | . D 1
> Sl while standing ready to give project L0 another. e business worid. B oducation offerings are

the response was the same,
“They were such nice people!”

As | pored over the family
and  college  scrapbooks 1
discovered that they both
enjoyed life to the ulmost, They
were socially active, they loved
music and they never missed a
chance to serve their communi-
{v. vet they were not sanqlinmnﬁ
ious do-gooders. Their 1mpis
E&'ﬂiﬂ u[gqt*tunmr saved many a apggravaling
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them a hand. exemplified the vital, alert An Institution Is Born double blow and settled down to at the corner of Pine and sycceeded in the Principalship - =.I i'l-“[ I." i:'iI_I‘['l“l' Lt |nu:mu_.*~ l‘-’l1 enhance  the
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have known Mrs. Bliss slightly. his college by selting up the ... dqpors to the newly established in our community. had been originally built for = R gl GG IO NS R st S HeY him more sensilive (0 Lhe Wl d
A . Bl : it Ao “ TH 1C At - 1 . 1 . Rliss proved tl Executive of our Mills Vore lormer Marjorie Lebroke.  She Business College in 1865 when iL , which he lives, to improve his
She was a true gentlewoman, first industrial caleleria N ,oiqapliched Bliss Business Qlneg Dewey Bliss proved that khxeculive Il S. WS tod been a member of the was reorganized as a non-protil i e i hondbgar e o
The welfare of the young people Maine, It was located in the ¢ijoge and School of Shorthand he had inherited the famiw s recently it had been used as the ' was reorganized as a non-f understanding of his fellow man,
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always important to her. Few of and was managed by tlerberl yioyna people of Central Maine because he held the Presidenc she was the college President.  pume had been changed to BUSS {p his community, nation and

AL ' ime that she Coifl as so successful that 5 ‘ anced by > of Mice Business College in fireplaces and large airy rooms | |
us realized at the time that she Coffin. It was so al.lf_'-l‘f“_“‘{f; \l H l‘l were simply entranced D) _I}IL of the Bliss Bu: iness College in t‘i'[?:i[f: es and large alry rooms S fh e cepfion of “0,D,” College, In 156 RO
carried a heavy hurden of a similar one Wwis esLablished el system of training offered. Lewiston (or the remaining A6 € a Bl 5 I ol | Rt t ucpos {ﬁ | |
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2 student could see for 111_1::1"4011*
the opportupities and pitfalls
that iace business m:m:l_:{mnent,
This was such a radical de-
arture from the lrn{htmna[
blackboard-lecture  LYpe 0}
teaching, that the Bliss brothers
had to write their own text-
hooks.

Some of the other courses
offered the charter members of
the student body were
penmanship, rapid calculation,
commercial law, spelling arnd
shorthand, Many of these 10pics
are still taught in the Business
Manacement and Secretarial
Divisions of the current
curriculum. :

Tuition for the first vear was
&80 for either the busaness or the
shorthand course or €100 for a
combination ol both Those
paa gler Ny fo- e f
cemester that first year Were

offered a $20 discount Evening p

¢classes cost §40 per year. Board
and room Wwas as ailable _wrth
privale families for $250 a

intervened.

On a cold January Sunday
morning in 1933 fire broke out
in the building and the entire
block was gutied. Once again
tho indomitable spirit of the
college asserted ltself and the
students reported the very nexi
morning at a temporary location
back in the Sands Building.
After the MecGillicuddy Block
was rebuill, the top floor was
arranged with the particular
needs of the college in mind.
Bliss College remained in this
lpcafion for 31 more ¥edrs.

Bv that time changing
conditions :1l'ujrfd the
cducational and physical needs
of the college. The _in-town
location, that was originally a
speeial asset, became a
handicap in an age when
students and faculty members
were hard put to find convenient
arking spaces. Il also became
{ncreasingly difficult to find
homemakers who were
interested in boarding students,

their curriculum according (0
their personal needs In an age
when women woere just
nezinning to be admitted 1o the
staff of workers in business
world. it Is significant o nolc
that the very first Bliss College
class was composed of 17 girls
and eight boys.

It didn’t take local
businessmen long to discover
that a valuable pool of trained
office workers would mean
arcaler eflliciency in then
operational et up Graduates
vere employed almost belore
they untied the ribbons from
their diplomas.

As the vears wen! by, changes
in COUTSES reflected the
requirements of the umes.

Free Typerwriiers

The evening courses Wwere
particularly well attanded  [he
school published a hrochure
deseribing the advantanges of
attending  such classes
Prospective students were
assured that thev wauld be
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